The River and its people

The Orinoco is one of the longest rivers in South America at 2,140 kilometres (1,330 mi). Its drainage basin, sometimes
called the Orinoquia, covers 880,000 square kilometres (340,000 sq mi), with 76.3 percent of it in Venezuela and the
remainder in Colombia. The Orinoco and its tributaries are the major transportation system for eastern and interior
Venezuela and the llanos of Colombia. The Orinoco is extremely diverse and hosts a wide variety of flora and fauna.
The Orinoco Delta

is a vast river delta of the Orinoco River, located in eastern Venezuela. The delta includes large
areas of permanent wetlands as well as seasonally-flooded freshwater swamp forests. The river margins of the delta are
fringed with mangroves. Also, daily tides bring upstream – the "caños" – sea water which is responsible for the "macareo" or
pororoca and also for inversion of flow direction of water, at least, on its surface.
The Orinoco Delta is characterized by
being non-centric, lagoon lacking and oceanic.
Alexander von Humboldt explored the basin in 1800, reporting on the pink river dolphins. He published extensively on the
river's flora and fauna.

The Warao are an indigenous people inhabiting
northeastern Venezuela and western Guyana. Alternate common
spellings of Warao are Waroa, Guarauno, Guarao, and Warrau. The
term Warao translates as "the boat people," after the Warao's
lifelong and intimate connection to the water. Most of the
approximately 20,000 Warao inhabit Venezuela's Orinoco Delta
region, with smaller numbers in neighboring Guyana and Suriname.
They speak an agglutinative
language, Warao.
The Warao subsist mainly by fishing, hunting, and
gathering wild plants, though the cultivation of plantains, sugarcane, watermelons,
cassava, and chili peppers is commonly practiced in the drier regions. The
undomesticated Mauritia palm is particularly important: its sap provides a
fermented drink; its pith is made into bread; the fruit is eaten; and the fiber is
fashioned into hammocks and clothing. Villages are composed of a few lean-tos
and beehive-shaped thatch huts, and in excessively swampy areas the village may
be erected over a platform of logs covered with clay.
The Warao share numerous cultural traits with other South American tribes. They
resemble other river agriculturists in their village life and a social structure based
on kinship; yet they also have unique and complex social classes of chiefs, priests,
shamans, magicians, and laborers associated with the temples. Similarly, although
their puberty rites, death rituals, and shamanistic cures are similar to those of
other tropical forest Indians, the Warao also have priests, temples, and idols, and
they worship a supreme creator God. Their priestly ceremonials and complex social
classes are common to developed agricultural chiefdoms of the Caribbean area but
are rarely found among hunting and gathering nomads.

Dwellings or “Palafitos”

On the wide Orinoco River and its fertile delta composed of islands
and marshes, Warao people inhabit wall-less thatched-roof huts built
upon stilts for protection against floods. These houses are usually built
on the highest ground to avoid the annual floods. Sometimes a group
of houses is built upon a single large platform of trees. The huts each
possess a clay cooking pit or oven located in the center, with sleeping
hammocks encircling it. Besides the hammocks, the only other
furniture sometimes present are wooden stools, sometimes carved in
the shapes of animals.

Transportation

Warao use canoes as their main form of transportation. Other
modes, such as walking, are hampered by the hundreds of
streams, rivulets, marshes, and high waters created by the
Orinoco. Warao babies, toddlers, and small children are famed
for their ability to hold tight to their mothers' necks, as well as
to paddle. They often learn to swim before they learn to walk.

Diet

The Warao diet is varied with an emphasis on the
products of the delta, mostly fish. By 1500 they had
acquired basic horticulture, although many of their
daily fruits and vegetables come from the wild
orchards of the delta. In July and August, Warao feast
on crabs when they come to the delta from the beach.
Hunting is generally avoided due to cultural taboos.
They occasionally also eat grubs found in the moriche
palm tree.

Religion

The Warao are, according to their own reports, descended
from an adventurous heavenly figure — the primordial
hunter. This man originally dwelt in a sky world which had
men, but was completely devoid of all animals except birds.
Hunting these heavenly birds, the founding man used his
bow and arrow to strike a bird in mid-air. The bird fell from
the sky and eventually hit the heavenly floor. The birds
burst through the floor and proceeded through the clouds
and towards terrestrial land (Earth) below. The hunter
went to the hole in the floor made by the bird and looked
through. He saw lush and fertile land (Earth) and resolved
to descend to it to partake of its pleasures: beauty,
abundant game, fruit, et cetera. The hunter took a long
rope of heavenly cotton, tied it to a tree, and threw it
through the hole and lowered himself through the clouds
to what is now Earth, forsaking his sky world.
The Warao have shamans, who perform music such as rain
dances and songs.

First contact with Europeans

The Warao of eastern Venezuela's Orinoco first had contact with
Europeans when, soon after Christopher Columbus reached the
Orinoco river delta, Alonso de Ojeda decided to navigate the
river upstream. There, in the delta, Ojeda saw the distinctively
stilted Warao huts, balanced over the water. Similar architecture
in Sinamaica far to the west had been likened to Venice, with its
famous canals below and buildings above; this new encounter
propagated the name of Venezuela ("little Venice") for the
whole land.

The Lodge

Orinoco Queen, built in 2010, offers 13 cabins with beds,
mosquito nets and private bathroom.
The restaurant area is
also the lobby and there is a 7 meters high canopy observation
tower where you can see the dense jungle from above.
The lodge is located nearly 45 kms away of Boca de Uracoa and 70
kms of the Atlantic Ocean. Its privileged location between a
sedimentary island and the savannah of Delta Amacuro state
makes it a perfect spot for am interesting biodiversity
concentrating Red Howler Monkeys, Capuchin Monkeys, Gian
Anteaters, Giant River Otters, White Tailed deers, Spectacle
Caimans, Tucans, Macaws, Parrots, Anacondas, Tree Boas, and
many other species.
Tours are made in wood or fiber glass boats with 100 and 75 HP
Yamaha out of boards

Tours & Activities

Our activities

Canoeing

Our canoeing tour provides an in depth / up close exploration of the
Orinoco small tributaries and flooded forest, an experience made
possible only by paddle canoes. During the excursion, guests may
encounter some of the most wildlife species like Hoatzins, Kingfishers,
Capuchin and Red Howler Monkeys, Tree Boas and more.

Caimans & Snakes spotting

We depart on an night boat ride to observe frogs, birds, caimans
and snakes Our guide uses his flashlight to spot them. We can
see the caimans and snakes eyes, reflecting a bright red dot, as
the animal remains paralyzed and clearly visible. The guide is
sometimes able to bring the caiman and snakes aboard for
participants to see, afterward they returned to the river totally
unharmed.

Sunset in the Orinoco

An unforgettable experience. Late in the afternoon
we will enjoy one of the most beautiful sunsets with
flocks of birds like Parrots, Macaws, Cormorants, Red
Scarlet Ibis, returning to their nests. Our guides are
equipped with binoculars in order to complement
this experience with ample bird watching.

Jungle Hike

In this educational jungle walk, our expert guide will
introduce you to the wildlife of the Orinoco Delta.
He will show you plants and describe their uses, as
many are edible or medicinal. The paths
implemented in exploration walks are constantly
changed to avoid damaging the forest with overuse.

Visiting Warao Communities

We will visit a Warao community to learn about how they live in
this bueatiful place; we will also learn among other things, how
the Mauritius Palm trees fiber is one of the most important
things in their daily routine as they use it to weave hammocks,
handicrafts, build their houses and so much more.

Piranha fishing

You and your guide will board a motorboat to fish and
learn more about the infamous piranha as well as other
Orinoco fishes. Fishing is easier in the dry season as the
fish cannot hide in the flooded areas as they tend to do
in the wet season. You will return to the lodge during
sunset and will have the chance to see some of the
most stunning views the Orinoco has to offer.

Field Guide

Yellow & Blue Macaws / Common

Giant River Otter/ Common

Amazon Kingfisher/ Common

Yellow Spotted turtle & Monarch Butterfly
Common

Hoatzin/ Common

Lineated Woopecker / Common

Red Billed Toucan/ Common

Chesnut Fronted Macaw/ Common

Iguana/ Common

Red Howler Monkey/ Common

Capuchin Monkey/ Common

King Vulture / Rare

Reddish Hermit / Common

Red Scarlet Ibis / Common

Yellow Rumped Cacique/ Common

Red Shouldered Parrot/Common

Pink River Dolphin/ Common

Orange Winged Parrot/ Common

Anhinga / Common

Collared Aracari/ Common

Neotropical Cormorant/Common

Three Toed Sloth/ Common

Venezuelan Suntiger Tarantula
Common

Blue Morpho/ Common

Boa Constrictor/ Common

Jaguar/Very rare

Black Vulture / Common

Capybara/ Rare

Ocelot / Very rare

Osprey/ Common

Electric Eel /Common

Crested Caracara/ Common

Giant Anteater/ rare

Turkey Vulture/ Common

Harpy Eagle/ Very Rare

Anaconda/ Rare

Thanks for visiting the Orinoco Delta with us!
In my days as a tour guide, I was a really lucky one, Orinoco was one
of my most visited destinations. According to my records, I did more
than 150 tours including the Big River as part of my itineraries, in
those days there were huge numbers of international visitors, I
remember that we found a few boats everywhere and there were
only 3 lodges sold out every night. The times have changed and the
reality is very different nowadays, however we don’t give up pushing
this amazing place, you purchased one of the best experiences of my
country.
Orinoco Delta is a perfect combination of pristine nature, Warao
indigenous culture, Wildlife and jungle experience.
One of my favorite tours is the early morning canoe ride; it is perfect
if you start around 6am, it will allow to enjoy the jungle waking up
and that is fur sure a remarkable thing.
Please don’t miss the night tour, (we don’t include it in the price is
because we want our clients to pay the guides and boat drivers
directly so they make extra money).
As we are still in the process of growing, please let us know how to
improve our tour and your experience.
Enjoy the magic of the Orinoco River!

Showing a Palm Worm to
guests 1998
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Joining one my guests during the piranha fishing
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Riding a canoe early in the morning
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